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By NICOLE LaPORTE

Foundation 9, one of the largest
independent game developers in
North America, has bought a mi-
nority stake in production-manage-
ment shingle Circle of Confusion,
with an eye to develop movies and
vidgames together.

Move marks the first time a
vidgame company has officially in-
vested in a film company in order

to co-create content. Traditionally,
film and vidgame companies li-
cense each other’s properties to
adapt for their own uses.

The first two projects the co-
venture will focus on are the
graphic novel “Giant Killer” and
the upcoming PSP title “Death, Jr””

“Giant Killer,” created by Dan
Brereton (whose comic series “The
Psycho” is being developed into a
film at Universal), is being devel-
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oped as a vidgame and will ulti-
mately be shopped as a feature
film.

“Death, Jr.,” which will be re-
leased for Sony’s PSP in July, is in
development as a film. A comic-
book based on the game is forth-
coming.

“Cementing our relationship
with Circle of Confusion enables us
to bring our publishing partners ac-
cess to some of the top creative tal-
ent in the industry, as well as giving
us the ability to create original con-
cepts that extend beyond the
videogame industry,” said Founda-
tion 9 CEO Jon Goldman.

Circle of Confusion’s client ros-

ter includes the Wachowski broth- |

ers, Simon Kinberg (“Mr. and Mrs.
Smith™) and Brian Michael Bendis

(“Powers,” “Jinx"). Recent projects '

the shingle has set up at studios in-
clude U’s

Francis Lawrence is directing at
Warners.

Created by the recent merger of
Backbone Entertainment and the
Collective, Foundation 9 develops
games for all platforms and genres.
Forthcoming titles include “Marc
Ecko: Getting Up Contents Under
Pressure” and a game based on
“Star Wars: Episode III — Re-
venge of the Sith,” both from Col-
lective.

“Jinx,” with Charlize §
Theron attached to star; and “Eddie |
Dickens and the Awful End.” which |
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